


America Sings
Mark Reppert, Director

Joseph Yungen, Accompanist  •  Hal Davis, Percussionist

We Sing of Our Beginnings
Zion’s Walls .......................................Aaron Copland, arr. Glenn Koponen

Chester ...........................William Billings, arr. Robert Shaw & Alice Parker 

When Jesus Wept ..........................................................William Billings 

We Sing of Nature
A Girl’s Garden from Frostiana ..................................Randall Thompson
 based on the poem by Robert Frost

 
A neighbor of mine in the village  
Likes to tell how one spring 
When she was a girl on the farm, she did  
A childlike thing. 
 
One day she asked her father 
To give her a garden plot 
To plant and tend and reap herself,  
And he said, “Why not?” 
 
In casting about for a corner  
He thought of an idle bit 
Of walled-off ground where a shop had stood,  
And he said, “Just it.” 
 
And he said, “That ought to make you  
An ideal one-girl farm, 
And give you a chance to put some strength  
On your slim-jim arm.” 
 
It was not enough of a garden  
Her father said, to plow; 
So she had to work it all by hand,  
But she don’t mind now. 
 
She wheeled the dung in a wheelbarrow  
Along a stretch of road; 
But she always ran away and left  
Her not-nice load, 

 
And hid from anyone passing.  
And then she begged the seed. 
She says she thinks she planted one  
Of all things but weed. 
 
A hill each of potatoes,  
Radishes, lettuce, peas, 
Tomatoes, beets, beans, pumpkins, corn,  
And even fruit trees. 
 
And yes, she has long mistrusted 
That a cider-apple 
In bearing there today is hers, 
Or at least may be. 
 
Her crop was a miscellany  
When all was said and done, 
A little bit of everything,  
A great deal of none. 
 
Now when she sees in the village  
How village things go, 
Just when it seems to come in right,  
She says, “I know! 
 
“It’s as when I was a farmer...”  
Oh never by way of advice! 
And she never sins by telling the tale  
To the same person twice.

The Pasture from Frostiana .......................................Randall Thompson
 based on the poem by Robert Frost

 Clarinet: Lily Lee —>

CAN’T WAIT?



I’m going out to clean the pasture spring
I’ll only stop to rake the leaves away 
(And wait to watch the water clear, I may): 
I sha’n’t be gone long.—You come too.   

I’m going out to fetch the little calf 
That’s standing by the mother. It’s so young, 
It totters when she licks it with her tongue. 
I sha’n’t be gone long.—You come too.

Choose Something Like a Star from Frostiana ........Randall Thompson
 based on the poem by Robert Frost

O Star (the fairest one in sight),  
We grant your loftiness the right  
To some obscurity of cloud--  
It will not do to say of night,  
Since dark is what brings out your light.
Some mystery becomes the proud. 
But to be wholly taciturn  
In your reserve is not allowed.  
Say something to us we can learn  
By heart and when alone repeat.  
Say something! And it says, “I burn.”  
But say with what degree of heat.  
Talk Fahrenheit, talk Centigrade.  

Use language we can comprehend.  
Tell us what elements you blend.  
It gives us strangely little aid,  
But does tell something in the end. 
And steadfast as Keats’ Eremite,  
Not even stooping from its sphere,  
It asks a little of us here.  
It asks of us a certain height,  
So when at times the mob is swayed  
To carry praise or blame too far,  
We may choose something like a star  
To stay our minds on and be staid.

Shenandoah .................................................... Folk song, arr. James Erb 

Cloudburst .........................................................................Eric Whitacre
 based on the poem El cántaro roto (The broken water-jar) by Octavio Paz 

 Bass: Ian Wessler, Soprano: Suzanne Barnes, Narrator: Rita Grauer

La lluvia…

Ojos de agua de sombra,
Ojos de agua de pozo,
Ojos de agua de sueño.

Soles azules, verdes remolinos,
Picos de luz que abren astros
Como granadas.

Dime, tierra quemada, no hay agua?
Hay sólo sangre, sólo hay polvo,
Sólo pisadas de pies desnudos sobre la espina?

La lluvia despierta…

Hay que dormir con los ojos abiertos,
Hay que sonar con las manos,
Soñemos sueños activos

de rio buscando su cauce,
Sueños de sol soñando sus mundos.
Hay que sonar en voz alta,
Hay que cantar hasta que el canto eche
Raíces, tronco, ramas, pájaros, astros,
Hay que desenterrar la palabra perdida,
Recorder lo que dicen la sangre y la marea,
La tierra y el cuerpo,
Volver al punto de partida…

The rain…

Eyes of shadow-water,
Eyes of well-water,
Eyes of dream-water.

Blue suns, green whirlwinds,
Birdbeaks of light pecking open
Pomegranate stars.

But tell me, burnt earth, is there no water?
Only blood, only dust,
Only naked footsteps on the thorns?

The rain awakens…

We must sleep with open eyes,
We must dream with our hands,
We must dream the dreams

          of a river seeking its course,
Of the sun dreaming its worlds,
We must dream aloud,
We must sing till the song puts forth roots,
Trunks, branches, birds, stars,
We must find the lost word,
And remember what the blood,
The tides, the earth, and the body say,
And return to the point of departure…
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The Serpent’s Kiss from Garden of Eden .........................William Bolcom
 Piano solo: Joseph Yungen

We Sing for Joy
Hark, I Hear the Harps Eternal .................Hymn Tune, arr. Alice Parker

Wade in the Water ......................Traditional Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan 
 Alto: Myna Wilson

Ride On, King Jesus .....................Traditional Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan
 Soprano: Virginia Abbott

I N T E R M I S S I O N

We Sing of Community
The Boatmen’s Dance .............................Aaron Copland, arr. Irving Fine

 Tenor: Jim Martin

Kansas Boys .....................................................................Kirke Mechem 

Johnny Has Gone
 for a Soldier .....................American, arr. Alice Parker & Robert Shaw

 Soprano: Marilyn Reppert

Some Folks ..........................................Stephen Foster, arr. Mark Reppert

I Bought Me a Cat ...................................Aaron Copland, arr. Irving Fine
 Alto: Mary Anne Cropper, Soprano: Harriett Snyder

Nelly Bly ...............................................Stephen Foster, arr. Jack Halloran 

We Sing of Love
Night and Day ................................................ Cole Porter, arr. Pete King

Smoke Gets In Your Eyes .......................Jerome Kern, arr. Roy Ringwald 
Don’t Fence Me In .................................Cole Porter, arr. Norman Leyden

On the Street Where You Live ............Frederick Loewe, arr. Kirby Shaw

Make Our
    Garden Grow from Candide ..........Leonard Bernstein, arr. Robert Page

 Narrator: Beverly Bowman Gergen
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M any equate American music with patriotic songs such as “America” and 
the “Star-spangled Banner”, but American music is as widely varied 

and energetic as the people who have lived in the United 
States for the last 250 years.

William Billings, born 10 years 
before Mozart, was not much 
to look at. According to John 
Lienhard, “He was blind in 
one eye with a short leg and 
a withered arm…and he 
was hopelessly addicted to 
tobacco,” but he is widely 
regarded as our first popular American composer. As an intense supporter of 
the American Revolution he was dedicated to writing non-European music. He 
intentionally avoided European styles in the many tunes he wrote dedicated to 
the war effort, including our first, unofficial national anthem, “Chester.”

Stephen Foster, born in the 19th century, wrote music for the growing country 
which is still an important part of our psyche;, songs such as “Camptown 
Races”, “Oh, Susanna”, and our featured pieces “Some Folks” and “Nelly Bly”.

Two composers, Randall Thompson and Aaron Copland, brought American 
music to the world stage. The choir will present three pieces from Randall 
Thompson’s beloved “Frostiana”. The settings of Robert Frost’s poems were 
written in 1959 to commemorate the bicentennial of the town of Amherst, MA, 
the hometown of Frost and many other American writers.

The music of Aaron Copland has attracted many imitators in the decades since 
it was written.  Snatches from his ballets, “Rodeo” and “Appalachian Spring” 
can be heard in television commercials today, while “Fanfare for the Common 
Man” will always be associated with the Olympics. Copland’s own love of 
American folk music contributed to America’s renewed interest in its great 
musical storehouse. The choir will present three of these delightful pieces: 
“The Boatmen’s Dance”, which evokes 19th century workmen; the clever “I 
Bought Me a Cat”; and the moving spiritual song “Zion’s Walls”.

We are excited to present two contemporary composers. Eric Whitacre is a rising 
star in American choral music, and “Cloudburst” exemplifies his new, creative 
style. We are thrilled to sing an arrangement of “On the Street Where You Live” 
from My Fair Lady by our own Dr. Kirby Shaw. Dr. Shaw, a Rogue Valley resident, 
is internationally known for his musical compositions and arrangements. 

The program will conclude with popular pieces which have become classics 
in their own right. Music of Tin Pan Alley by Cole Porter and Jerome Kern 
will tug at the heart-strings. Spirituals arranged by the great Moses Hogan will 
touch the spirit. And “Make Our Garden Grow” from Candide by Leonard 
Bernstein will speak to our collective view of a true American life.

About the Music



Mark Reppert - Music Director

M ark Reppert studied conducting, composition, piano 
and music history at University of Southern California, 

graduating with a degree in Music History.  While there, he 
was a member of the University Symphony, the Opera 
Chorus and the Trojan Marching Band. He received a 
master’s degree in piano performance from Cal State 
University, Chico, graduating with distinction.

Mr. Reppert began his teaching career in 1975 at Paradise 
Intermediate School in Paradise, California. He taught for 23 

years in California, teaching all manner of music from kindergarten to college, 
including band, orchestra, elementary music, college music appreciation, com-
munity choir, and high school and middle school choir. He recently retired from 
the position of choral director at North Medford High School after 10 years.

Mr. Reppert is now an active musician in the Rogue Valley. He was musical 
director for recent productions of Cabaret and Secret Garden at Camelot 
Theatre. Additionally, he has worked as a singer and accompanist for the 
Rogue Valley Chorale. He has also accompanied the Jefferson State Choral 
Coalition, under the direction of Kirby Shaw and works as a musician in many 
other capacities around the Valley. This fall, Mr. Reppert will begin his second 
season as director of the Siskiyou Singers.

Joseph Yungen - Accompanist

J oseph Yungen has been the resident accompanist for 
the Siskiyou Singers for close to six years. This is his 

last series of concerts with the choir, as he will graduate 
from Southern Oregon University this spring as a piano 
performance major. He is to attend the Eastman School 
of Music in Rochester, New York in the fall, working on 
two Master of Music degrees, in Piano Performance & 
Literature and in Accompanying/Chamber Music. Joseph 
is featured in this program with his performance of a work 
by the American composer, William Bolcolm, “The Serpent’s 
Kiss” from The Garden of Eden.

Originally from eastern Oregon, Joseph began his piano studies at age four. In 
2007 he was selected winner of the Young Artists’ Piano Concerto Competition 
for his performance of Prokofiev’s Piano Concerto No. 5. He also competed 
as a finalist in the First Seattle International Piano Competition in September 
of 2008, where he received two prizes: “Best Performance of a Piece by Karol 
Szymanowski”, and the “Audience Favorite” award. In 2009 Joseph traveled 
to Chengdu, China to participate in the Chinese-American International Piano 
Institute at the Sichuan Conservatory.       —>

Biographies

2010-2011Dr. Paul French, Music Director

Songs of Shakespeare
Ju ly 12, 2010

Sing Noel!
December 18 & 19, 2010

Mozart & More
February 12 & 13, 2011

Bach’s Mass in B minor
May 13 & 15, 2011

www.repsingers.org • (541) 552-0900 P.O.B. 1091, Ashland, OR 97520



In addition to his work as a soloist, Joseph is an active accompanist and chamber 
musician. He has performed with numerous soloists and ensembles, as well as  
premiered works for modern composers and for the National Association of 
Composers. Joseph is a recipient of the Chamber Music Concerts Charter 
Donor Scholarship and currently studies with Dr. Alexander Tutunov at 
Southern Oregon University.

Hal Davis - Percussion

H al Davis has spent most of his life involved in music studies, teaching, 
and performance, on both a semi-professional and professional level. 

Over the last couple of decades, that has included the Principal Percussion chair 
with the Rogue Valley Symphony Orchestra, substitute Principal Percussionist 
with the North State Symphony Orchestra, timpanist with the Jefferson State 
Baroque Orchestra, drums/percussion in three summer shows at the Oregon 
Cabaret Theater, work with the Camelot Theater, the Siskiyou Singers, the 
Jefferson State Choral Coalition, College of the Siskiyous Summer Choir Camp, 
various jazz, blues, and rock gigs, plus teaching private drum/percussion lessons 
and tutoring several public school percussion sections in the Rogue Valley.

Lily Lee - Clarinet

L ily Lee is a junior at North Medford High School and is also a member of 
the Youth Symphony of Southern Oregon. She is planning to continue her 

education at the University of Oregon, majoring in French and continuing her 
music education.
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Please Consider a
Gift of Finacial Support

The Siskiyou Singers
School Outreach Program

The Siskiyou Singers will make music written by American composers 
available to local schools throughout the 2010/11 school year. Through our 
successful School Outreach Program, we will share our musical heritage with 
students as we sing songs written by American composers including Stephen 
Foster, Aaron Copland, Leonard Bernstein and Cole Porter. 
We sang our first school concert in May 2007 after receiving a Rotary Club of Ashland 
Lithia Springs grant. Since then we have performed ten successful free concerts for 
elementary schools in the area, which were funded by a generous grant from the Jackson 
County Cultural Coalition, with additional support from Rotary Club of Ashland Lithia 
Springs, and other generous donations. 

Program sponsors for the 2010/2011 school year
Rotary Club of Ashland Lithia Springs

City of Ashland Economic & Cultural Development Grant
For further information contact Sally Peterson at 541-552-0965.



Katja K. Machcinski
Christine McCaffrey
Cheryl Ann McCoy
Ana Aizpurua Murray
Sally Peterson
Jeannie Saint Germain
Diana Shiplet
Linda Sussman
Sara Weber
Susan Whitmore
Nancy Zufich

Tenors
Keith Baldwin
Bert Bamforth
Laura Barlow
Jeff Barry
Bob Baures
Beate Foit
Patricia Fretton
Susan Lee Hall
Bettie Henry
Priscilla High
Gregg Howe
Jerry Kenefick
Jim Martin

Marilyn Reppert
Harriet Snyder
Kendra Taylor
Jeannette Thomas
Jody Willis

Altos
Margaret Baldwin
Mary Bergstrom
Donna Converse
Wendy Crawford
Mary Anne Cropper
Nona Donahue
Alison Elliott
Martha FitzGerald
Patricia Franks
Suzanne Frey
Cynthia Garson
Betsy Gentry
Beverly Bowman Gergen
Mary Gorham
Dale Hardt
Carol Hwoschinsky
Mary Ann Jones
Karen Leng

Sopranos
Virginia Abbott
Dona Affolter
Katie Anderson
Judy Paulsen Bamforth
Suzanne Barnes
Barbara Bearg
Virginia  Banta Brown
Kate Cleland-Sipfle
Amanda C. Cowin
Harriette Cummens

Janet Dolan
Susan E. Franks
Pat Gleitsmann
Rita Grauer
Robin Griffiths
Gwen Harlow
Lynn Kunstman
Christine Leonard
Annette Lewis
Bunny Lewis
Shira Mendez de Leon

The Siskiyou Singers

Jim Gleaves
Rich Gleitsmann
Lester L. Hall
Henry Hamlin
David Heller
Michelo M. Kalambo
John Kloetzel
Rich LaVoy
Buzz London
Jeff Murray
Scott L Nelson
Stephen Spelman
Ian Wessler

Gary W. Nelson
Mary Ann Rogers
Marjorie Stober
Myna Wilson

Basses
Donald V. Black
Charles Brown
David W. Deller
Paul Edenstrom
Louis Franks
Thomas Garson

Ed Dunsavage
Artistic Director

oregon surgical
s p e c i a l i s t s

Board-certified
General Surgeon.
Treating surgical
diseases of the 
abdominal organs,
digestive tract,
thyroid, skin, 
and breast.

Nancy C. O’Neal  MDS
520 Medical Center Dr. 
Suite 300, Medford

541-282-6680
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Sing with the
Siskiyou Singers!

WHEELER TOYOTA
www.wheelertoyota.com  wheeler@wheelertoyota.com

375 Redwood Hwy., Grants Pass

PARTS
476-5206

SALES
476-6858

SERVICE
476-9379

THANKS FOR HELPING US DO OUR BEST.
 Thanks to our customers, we’ve just received the 2008 
 Toyota President’s Award. It’s one of the highest honors 
 for a Toyota dealership. It’s also a symbol of our 
 continuing dedication to satisfy our customers - from 
 the day that you buy a Toyota and for as long
 as you own it.
 From every department and every person at our 
 dealership, we thank you. Please stop by soon and see 
 the award our customers helped us receive.
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1910 National Historic Landmark Train Station
147 North Front St. @ 5th. Old Town Medford
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 xperience great food, 
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and value in a warm, 
inviting atmosphere.
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Starring Paul R. Jones and John Litton
Directed by Doug Warner

Let live theatre make a difference in your life . . .

By Peter Morgan
FROST/NIXON

“The cheery, oblivious limey lightweight and the brooding, 
mortally wounded political animal: Austin Powers vs. Macbeth.”

- The Washington Post

Sponsored by Stephen Krause



Special Thanks to the Following
Individuals for Their Extra Support

Friends: $1-$49
Keith Baldwin • Bob Baures • Kate Cleland-Sipfle • Betsy Gentry
Robin Griffiths • Les Hall • Nancy Livingood • Edith Montgomery

Pat Murray • Sally Peterson • Sara Weber • Jody Willis

Donors: $50-$99

Sponsors: $100-$249
Jim & Dale Hardt • Dennis Powers

Benefactors: $250+
Pat & Rich Gleitsmann

The Siskiyou Singers
Board of Directors

Dona Affolter • Keith Baldwin • Kate Cleland-Sipfle
Betsy Gentry • Beverly Bowman Gergen • Wendy Gibb

Jim Gleaves • Pat Gleitsmann • Louie Ann Goldberg • Robin Griffiths
Lester L. Hall • Rich LaVoy • Sally Peterson • Mark Reppert (ex officio)

Jeannie Saint Germain • Harriet Snyder • Ian Wessler • Jody Willis

We Gratefully Acknowledge
Ashland First United Methodist Church

City of Ashland Economic & Cultural Development Grant
Rotary Club of Ashland Lithia Springs

SOU Music Department • SOU Extended Campus Program
Sullivan Recording • Piano Studios & Showcase

Nancy Thompson & Flowertyme • Darek Riley, Gerry Katz-photography
Members of the 3 Rivers Chorale, Grants Pass

Doris Mannion–house manager • Delores Marx–ticket sales & box office
Music Coop, Paddington Station, Tree House Books, Grocery Outlet,
Aquarius Books & Gifts, Larry’s Music, The Music Shop–ticket outlets

Shawn Shaffer–graphic design • Pacific Crest Printing & PrintFast–printing

DONATIONS MAY BE SENT TO
Siskiyou Singers, P.O. Box 3041, Ashland, OR 97520

For more info. call 482-5290 or visit www.siskiyousingers.org

printed on recycled paper


